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INTRODUCTION

This course introduces students to thirty foundational truths of the Christian faith. The
course is designed to give students a basic grasp of the most important teachings of the
Bible and how to apply them to their lives.

STUDY TOOLS

Throughout this course, students will be provided with the tools listed below to assist
them in their studies. These tools provide ways that you can interact with your students.

CONVERSATION BOXES: \We have included some spaces throughout the
lessons that we call conversation boxes. Students can use these boxes to
write questions and thoughts they have about the lesson or about life. You
can also respond to a student in any space that the student has not filled.

ACTION STEPS: At the end of each lesson, we have included a challenge
called an action step. It asks the student to apply what they have learned.
If they feel that they need help or encouragement to complete it, they may
simply write down what they plan to do. You can follow up with the student
by asking if they have completed it.

We have included blank spaces labeled “My Notes” throughout the answer key.
You can use these spaces to jot down notes relating to a specific question or
theme that you want to remember when reviewing future lessons. These could
include encouraging Bible verses that come to mind, your own answers to the
questions, relevant stories from your life, or insights from students that you may
want to share with other students.



Glossary of Terms

Each lesson contains Bible names, terms, and ideas that may be new to students. We will do
our best to provide definitions that are easy to understand. The list below includes all of the
terms found in this course. In each lesson, we have included an asterisk (*) the first time each
term appears.

Abundant — Something that is plentiful, overflowing, or more than enough.

Advocate — Someone who speaks or acts in favor of someone else.

Born Again — Having received new life from the Holy Spirit through belief in Jesus.
Compassionate — Having or showing care and concern for others.

Conscience — A feeling or sense of what is right and what is wrong.

Crucifixion — Death on a cross.

Discrimination — The act of treating others differently because of their beliefs, often in a
negative way.

Eternal — Without beginning or end.

Fellowship — Close, meaningful companionship.
Forbearance — Patience and tolerance toward other people.
Forbidden — Not permitted or allowed.

General Revelation — Knowledge about God discovered through natural means. All people,
whether believers or nonbelievers, can learn about God this way.

Great Commission — The responsibility given to followers of Jesus after His resurrection to
make disciples of people from all nations.

Hades — The place of the dead. Often associated with hell and Satan in the New Testament.

Holy — When referring to humans: set apart for God; spiritually and morally excellent. When
referring to God: perfect; above all others; worthy of praise.

Image Bearer — Something or someone that reflects the likeness of something or someone
else.

Immortal — Living forever; never dying.



Inner Being — A phrase used to describe the spiritual aspect of our lives; also called the soul or
the spirit.

Intercede — To act as a go-between for two people or to pray to God on someone’s behalf.
Invisible — Not able to be seen by the human eye.
Justified — Declared or made righteous in the eyes of God.

Law — Rules that define required behavior. Biblically, the first five books of the Old Testament,
especially God's commandments given through Moses.

Legalism — Strict, literal, or excessive following of the law or of religious or moral code.
Original Sin — The condition or state of sin that all humanity has because of Adam and Eve’s sin.
Paradise — A perfect place.

Persecute — To mistreat, punish, and harm others because of their beliefs.

Perseverance — Continued effort to do something despite difficulties, failure, or opposition.

Pharisee — A member of an ancient Jewish group known for strict observance of tradition and
religious law.

Reap — To cut down and gather what was planted.

Reconciliation — The act of restoring peace between two or more people who are in conflict.
Revelation — An act of God in which He reveals or makes known something about Himself.
Righteous — Doing what God's law commands; being in a right relationship with God.
Sinless — Free from sin.

Sow — To plant or scatter seeds over the ground.

Special Revelation — Knowledge about God discovered through supernatural means, such as
miracles or God's words in the Bible.

Supernatural — Relating to something beyond or outside of nature or the visible universe.

Tempt — To encourage someone to do something wrong, bad, or unwise, promising them
something good in return.

Trinity — The one true God, existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Universal Law — A law or moral code that is generally accepted by all people and societies.



LESSON 1: Our Great God Makes Himself Known

1. Who is your closest friend? What makes that person your closest friend?

This question encourages students to consider what it takes to form a close
friendship. This is intended to help them realize that getting to know God also
takes time and effort.

2. Inyour own words, what does “general revelation” mean?

General revelation is knowledge about God discovered through natural means. All
people, whether believers or nonbelievers, can learn something about God this
way. The student’s response should reflect this in their own words. If the student
has given examples of general revelation, affirm their response.

3. Inyour own words, what does “special revelation” mean?
Special revelation is knowledge about God discovered through reading the
Bible, hearing the Word preached, or supernatural means such as miracles. The
student’s response should reflect this in their own words.

4. Read Romans 2:15 and fill in the blanks:

“They show that the requirements of the LAW are written on their HEARTS, their
consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes ACCUSING
them and at other times even defending them.”

Please note that this verse is quoted from the NIV Bible. If your student is using
a different version, their words may vary slightly. If the words they wrote do not
make sense in context, please provide the correct words for them.

5. Read Psalm 19:1-3. What is the most beautiful thing you have seen in creation?
What does the beauty of it say to you about God?

This question is intended to help the student make a connection between the
beauty they have seen in creation and the majesty of God. Affirm your student’s
reflections and share your own.



10.

11.

Describe a time when something in nature struck you as especially beautiful and made
you consider the God who created it. If you would like to respond creatively, you may
draw a picture or write a poem about a beautiful place that reflects God'’s glory.

This exercise is intended to help the student further connect with their own
experience of general revelation. The student may respond through words or
images. If they drew a picture or wrote a poem, celebrate their creativity.

Read Psalm 139:13-14. What did the writer of this psalm say about how God
created him?

The writer said that he was “knit together in [his] mother's womb” and that he was
“fearfully and wonderfully made.” Wording may vary depending on the version of
the Bible the student is using.

Read 2 Timothy 3:16—17. How is the Bible a guide for your daily life?

The Bible is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness.
It equips followers of God for every good work. Your student may answer with
words from the passage or describe how the Bible guides them personally.

According to Deuteronomy 29:29, why does God reveal things to us?

“That we may follow all the words of this law.” Wording may vary depending on
the version of the Bible the student is using.

Colossians 1:15 and 1:19 also discuss how God is revealed through Jesus. Write
the two verses below.

Verse 15: “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation.”

Verse 19: “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.”
Wording may vary depending on the version of the Bible the student is using.

Based on the verses from John and Colossians that you just read, what do you
believe to be true about Jesus?

The student may answer that they believe Jesus is God or that He is the fullest
revelation of God.



12. Circle the things that are forms of God's general revelation.
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The student should have circled “Our conscience,” “A beautiful mountain,”
“Trees,” and “Lakes.”

13. Circle the things that are forms of God's special revelation.

The student should have circled “The Bible” and “Jesus.”

Questions for Deeper Thinking

1.

List two things about God that you find most interesting. Why are those things of
personal interest to you?

Answers will vary. Affirm the student’s response and share your answer to the
question.

How have you seen God reveal Himself in your life? What did you learn about God
from that experience?

Students will answer from personal experience. The question is intended to help
the student identify ways God reveals Himself.

What benefits do you personally receive from studying the Bible? Has it produced
changes in your life? If so, what are they?

This question is intended to help the student consider the value of spending
time in God’s Word. Changes in their life may include increased faith, peace,
assurance of God'’s love for them, etc. Encourage your student to remain faithful
and receptive as they continue studying the Bible.



LESSON 2: Who Is Our Great God?

What words would you use to describe God, who knows all things, can do all
things, and rules over the entire universe?

Some students may respond with words like “omniscient” (all-knowing),
“omnipotent” (all-powerful), and “sovereign” (rules over all things). Others may

" u

use words like “great,” “amazing,” and “awesome.”

Match the words below to their definitions by writing A, B, or C in each blank (refer
to the Glossary of Terms if you need help):

A. God is without beginning or end B Invisible
B. God cannot be seen with our eyes C _Immortal
C. God will never die A Eternal

Read Psalm 103:1-8. Write a check mark next to the phrases below that David
used in these verses to describe God:

v'God heals
God is disappointed in us
God will forgive us when we deserve it
v'God is abounding in love
v'God is slow to anger
We can earn God's love
God helps those who help themselves
v'God is compassionate
v'God forgives our sins
God is angry
v'God satisfies our desires with good things
God calls our desires evil

What were the seraphim (a type of angel) calling to one another (verse 3)?

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” Wording
may vary depending on the version of the Bible the student is using.
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10.

11.

Why do you think Isaiah said, “Woe to me! | am ruined!” when God appeared to him
in the temple in a vision (verse 5)?

Isaiah recognized that he was unclean and sinful in the presence of God, who was
perfectly holy.

What did John say about people who do not love others (verse 8)?

“Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” Wording may
vary depending on the version of the Bible the student is using.

How did God show His love (verse 9)?

“He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.”
Wording may vary depending on the version of the Bible the student is using.

Fill in the blanks (verse 12):
“No one has ever seen God; but if WE LOVE ONE ANOTHER, God lives in us and

his love is made complete in us.” Wording may vary depending on the version of
the Bible the student is using.

What would it be like to live in a world in which everyone loved each other the
way God loves us? How would life be different if everyone treated each other with
perfect love, kindness, and respect?

This question is intended to help the student to see that many of our problems
stem from a lack of love. Encourage your student to find ways to treat those
around them with love, kindness, and respect.

The following statements about the Trinity are true. Match each statement with
the Bible verse that teaches that truth.

a. God the Father is God b John 1:18

b. The Son, Jesus, is God e John 14:26

c. The Holy Spirit is God a John 3:16

d. The Son, Jesus, is not the Father .d John 6:38-40

e. The Spirit is not the Son € Luke 1:35

f. The Father is not the Son f 1 Corinthians 8:6

Read Matthew 6:9-13. To whom did Jesus instruct us to pray?

Our Father in heaven.

n



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Read Acts 7:59. To whom did Stephen pray?
He prayed to Jesus.

Romans 8:26 says that we often do not know what to pray for, so we are helped by
the HOLY SPIRIT, who intercedes for us.

We are to be FILLED with the SPIRIT (verse 18).
We are to give thanks to God the FATHER (verse 20).

We are to give thanks in the name of our Lord JESUS CHRIST (verse 20).

Questions for Deeper Thinking

1.

If someone asked you about the Trinity, how would you explain it in your own words?

This question asks the student to summarize what they have learned about the
Trinity in the lesson. If your student is still struggling to understand the concept,
remind them that some things are beyond human understanding and encourage
them to continue studying the subject and praying for wisdom.

When you pray, do you usually speak to the Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit? Why?
This question is intended to make the student aware of who they normally

address in prayer and encourage them to pray to each member of the Trinity. Feel
free to share your own answer to the question.

12



LESSON 3: God’s Image Bearers

What did God think about everything He had made?

Genesis 1:31 says, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” Whether
the student copied the verse verbatim or responded in their own words, their
answer should indicate that they understand the inherent goodness in God'’s
original creation.

What do you think it means to be made in the image of God?

This question asks the student to write their thoughts before they have studied the
related material in the lesson. The question is asked again at the end of the lesson.

How does it feel to know you are made in the image of God? Does it change the
way you look at yourself?

This question asks the student to engage their emotions as they think about being
made in God'’s image. The student may say that it gives them a sense of worth or a
feeling of purpose and meaning. Feel free to add your own reflections in response.
What happened to Adam and Eve as soon as they ate from the tree (Genesis 3:7)?
Their eyes were opened, and they became ashamed of their nakedness, so they
sewed clothes for themselves out of leaves. Some students may also mention
that this action brought spiritual death onto themselves and their offspring.

What is one way you have experienced Satan trying to tempt you to sin?

The student should provide an example from their life. Encourage your student to
be alert to the enemy’s devices.

What do you think about God's reaction to Adam and Eve's disobedience?
A variety of responses are possible here. Your student might say that the
punishment made sense because God, being holy, cannot tolerate sin. They

may highlight God’s grace in not killing Adam and Eve immediately. Feel free to
respond with your thoughts as well.

13



7.

10.

11.

In your own words, what is spiritual death?

The student may say that spiritual death is being separated from God, feeling
shame because of sin, or lacking the peace and joy God provides. It is distinct
from physical death and entered the world through sin.

The word “Gospel” means good news and refers to the message of salvation
through Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. Romans 5:19 offers a one-sentence
explanation of the Gospel. In one to three sentences, using your own words, how
would you explain the Gospel of Jesus?

The student may paraphrase Romans 5:19 and say that the obedience of Jesus
makes us righteous. Or they may mention the historical facts of Jesus’ life, death,
and resurrection and what that means to them. Feel free to share your own brief
summary of the Gospel.

In what ways has your life changed since becoming a follower of Jesus? If you
have not decided to follow Jesus, what positive changes in your life are you still
hoping for?

If they are following Jesus, the student may mention how they were delivered
from harmful behaviors or difficult circumstances or how they were given peace
and joy instead of guilt and shame. Celebrate these changes with them. If they
are not following Jesus, take this opportunity to gently engage with them. What is
keeping them from following Him?

What information did Paul say was of first importance (verses 3—4)?

1 Corinthians 15:3—-4 says, “For what I received I passed on to you as of first
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” The student
may quote the passage or simply list Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection.

Some people say Jesus was just a great man and a great teacher, but nothing
more. What would you say to them about their misunderstanding of the Gospel?

The student’s answer should reflect the fact that Jesus is the Son of God and God

Himself and that He came to earth to save us from our sins through His death and
resurrection.

14



Questions for Deeper Thinking

1.

Now that you have finished this lesson, how would you explain to a friend what it
means to be made in the image of God?

After having gone through the lesson, the student should have a better idea of
what it means to be made in God’s image. The student might mention our ability
to have a relationship with God or our calling to reflect God’s glory. The student
may also write about how the image of God became twisted and broken by sin but
is restored by Jesus.

All humans are made in the image of God. How does knowing that affect how you
view and treat others?

It is our hope that, in learning about the image of God in all humanity, the student
is growing in their compassion toward others. Knowing that their neighbor is
made in God'’s image should lead them to see the value and inherent worth in
their neighbor and treat them accordingly.

15



LESSON 4: Jesus, the Perfect Savior

John described the Word, or Jesus, as containing life that was the “light of all
mankind” (verse 4). How did John describe this light and its effect on the earth
(verse 5)?

”n

John said, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
List at least four things that verses 10—14 teach us about Jesus.

Answers may include the following: Jesus made the world; He was rejected by
the world; He was rejected by His own people; He gave those who believed in
Him the right to become children of God; He became flesh and lived on earth; He
showed the Father’s glory.

Why do you think some people believe Jesus was a good man and a good teacher
but not the Son of God or God Himself?

The student may say that some people know a little about Jesus but do not have
faith in Him. Another possible answer is that they may have a negative opinion about
Christianity or Christians. If the student has attempted to evangelize, they have most
likely encountered this objection or even voiced something similar themselves.
This is a common objection in Islam, which is prevalent in some prisons.

What do you think Paul meant by this?

The purpose of this question is to help the student consider the importance of the
resurrection of Jesus. If Jesus has not been physically raised from the dead, we have
no hope for the future, and everything we have based our lives on is worthless.
Does it comfort you to know that Jesus was human? Why or why not?

This question encourages the student to see how approachable Jesus is. He
knows what it is like to be human. He can fully understand our weaknesses

because He spent time on earth in a physical body, enduring temptations and
trials that are common to humanity.

16



10.

11.

12.

The Son (Jesus) is the image of whom (verse 15)?
Jesus is “the image of the invisible God.”

Who created all things (verse 16)?

Jesus, who is also God.

How do we have peace with God (verse 20)?

We have peace through Jesus’ blood, which was shed on the cross for the
forgiveness of our sins, reconciling us to God.

Jesus was both sinless and righteous. What is the difference between sinless and
righteous?

Jesus was sinless because He was born without sin and never disobeyed God'’s
law. Not only did He not sin, but He is perfectly righteous in His nature, and He
perfectly obeyed God’s law.

As God's children, we can refer to Him directly as “Father,” as Jesus taught us
(Matthew 6:9). How does it make you feel to refer to God as your Father? Is it easy
or difficult? Please explain your answer.

Some students have had horrible experiences at the hands of their fathers. It may
be difficult for them to relate to God as their Father. If this is difficult for your
student, encourage them to see God as a loving Father who cares deeply for them.

Why did Jesus rise from the dead? List at least two reasons.

The student should have listed at least two of the following: Jesus rose from the
dead to fully pay for our sins. He rose from the dead to prove that He was who He
said He was and that reconciliation with God was possible for humanity. He rose
from the dead to give us new life in place of spiritual death. He rose from the dead
so He could begin His ministry in heaven and send the Holy Spirit to His followers.

If you believe Jesus is who He says He is, how does that impact your willingness
to follow and obey Him?

This question asks the student to consider the authority that Jesus claims over
their lives. If Jesus is who He says He is, we would be foolish not to follow Him.
If your student does not believe this, take a moment to encourage them to dig
deeper. What is keeping them from believing?

17



Questions for Deeper Thinking

1. Choose one of the truths of the faith you learned in this lesson. How does that
truth give you hope and peace?

This question encourages the student to understand the practical value of one
of the following truths covered in this lesson: Jesus is truly God; Jesus was fully
human; Jesus’ obedience in life and in death is our only hope; Jesus rose from
the dead and went to heaven, where He continues His work to this day. Consider
sharing your own answer to the question.

2. Read Hebrews 2:5-18. In what ways was Jesus like us when He became human?
Why was it important for Jesus to be fully human like us?

He shared in our common humanity. He understood our weaknesses and frailties.
He had to go to the cross and suffer for us in accordance with the will of the
Father. He had to be made like us, but without sin, so He could serve as our high
priest—our representative before God the Father.

18



1.

10.

LESSON 5: Who Can Be Saved?

Jesus said the tax collector was justified before God. Justified, in a religious sense,
means “declared righteous.” Why do you think Jesus considered the tax collector
justified?

This question highlights the irony in Jesus’ parable: the one who appears the
most sinful is the one who is right with God. The student may mention that the
tax collector’s humble and repentant heart pleased God.

God was pleased with the tax collector’'s heart but not with the Pharisee’'s. Why
was the Pharisee not justified?

The Pharisee was proud of his good deeds, looked down on the tax collector,
and exalted himself instead of God. He thought he was good enough on his own
merits and did not need to be saved.

When we followed the ways of this world and the ruler of the kingdom of the air
(Satan), we were DEAD in our transgressions and sins (verses 1-2).

Because of God's great love for us, He made us ALIVE with Christ (verses 4-5).
It is by GRACE that we are saved (verse 5).

God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the HEAVENLY realms
(verse 6).

We have been spiritually raised with Christ in order that God might show the
incomparable RICHES of His grace, expressed in His kindness to us through Christ
Jesus (verse 7).

It is by GRACE we have been saved, through FAITH (verse 8).

We are not saved by our works (good deeds), which means no one can BOAST
about their salvation (verse 9).

We are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do GOOD WORKS, which God
prepared in advance for us to do (verse 10).

19



11.

12.

13.

Based on your own studies and experience, how would you respond to someone
who asked you, “What is the Gospel?

The student may summarize Ephesians 2:1-10 or give an answer based on their
personal experience of receiving the Gospel.

Write a short prayer or poem of thanksgiving to God for freely offering us the gift
of salvation and forgiveness of sins.

This question encourages the student to engage their emotions and creatively
express their thankfulness to God. Celebrate their creativity.

How has someone encouraged you when your faith needed to be strengthened?

This is an opportunity for the student to reflect on a time they have been
comforted and consider how they “can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God” (2 Corinthians 1:4). Feel free to share
a similar experience of your own and challenge your student to seek ways to
encourage others.

20



14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Give an example from your life of how God has proven to you that you can trust Him.

An important part of the Christian life is trusting that God will keep His promises
to us. This question provides an opportunity for the student to consider how God
has been faithful in their life.

2 Chronicles 7:14 = “If my people, who are called by my name, will HUMBLE
themselves and pray and SEEK my face and turn from their WICKED WAYS, then |
will hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

1 John 1:9 — “If we CONFESS our sins, he is faithful and just and will FORGIVE us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

What is the difference between believing there is a God and placing your trust in God?

Believing there is a God involves only the mind; putting our trust in God involves
our whole selves. When we put our trust in God, we surrender to His will. This
impacts every aspect of our lives.

Why do you think so many people say they believe in God but don't trust Him
enough to follow Him in their daily lives?

Some people may not be willing to surrender their own will to the will of God.
They may have grown up in an environment where their own caregivers could not
be trusted. They may have head knowledge about God but have not experienced
His love. Others may be angry at God due to life circumstances.

Write a check mark by the statement below that you think most closely reflects
Romans 3:10:

Some people are better than others and more deserving of God’s forgiveness
and love.
No one can be saved.

v'Every single person who has ever lived was not righteous enough on their own
to deserve God's grace and forgiveness.

FALSE Christ died for us when we were finally good enough to deserve it.

FALSE Some people have no sin in their life.

FALSE People are basically good.

FALSE Some people’s lives match up to God's glory.
21



Question for Deeper Thinking

1.

As you reflect on your faith journey, which of these three things have you found the
most difficult: being sure that God loves you, being confident that God has forgiven
all your sins, or doing the good works God has created you to do? Please explain
your answer.

This question is designed to get the student thinking about the overall direction
of their Christian life. All of us, in one way or another, struggle with these three
things. This may be a good opportunity to share your own struggles to encourage
your student that they are not alone.

22



LESSON 6: The Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life

What did Jesus tell His disciples that the Holy Spirit would do for them?

Jesus said the Holy Spirit would teach them all things and remind them of
everything Jesus said to them.

Describe a time when you believe that the Holy Spirit helped you understand
something you read in the Bible or determine how to best deal with a specific
situation in your life.

This question encourages the student to actively look for the presence of the
Holy Spirit. Their answer should relate to a specific time when they received
insight from the Holy Spirit that helped them better understand God, themselves,
or how to respond to a challenging circumstance.

Describe the emotions you had, or still have, due to being separated from a loved one.

This may be a difficult question for many of our students to answer due to the
pain of being separated from their families. It is a challenging question, but our
students live every day with the awareness of loss and may be grateful for the
opportunity to express their emotions. Gently encourage your student and remind
them that the Lord is with them.

If you had been in the crowd listening to Peter preach, how do you think you would
have felt? How would you have reacted to the disciples’ actions?

This question invites the student to imagine the story of Pentecost through
the eyes of the original audience to highlight the importance of this event. The
student may say they would have been skeptical or that they would have been
amazed and filled with faith. Feel free to share your own answer in response.

What are the two things God said He would give the people and the one thing He
said He would take away from them (verse 26)?

God said He would give them a new heart and a new spirit and remove their
hearts of stone.

23



6.

10.

11.

After God put His Spirit in the people, what would they be moved to do (verse 27)?
The people would be moved by the Spirit to follow God’s decrees and keep His laws.
What did God say about the new relationship between Him and the people (verse 28)?

The people will live in the land He promised to their ancestors; He will be their
God and they will be His people.

What did it feel like to be given new life in Christ by the Holy Spirit when you became
a Christian? If you are not a Christian, what stands in your way of becoming one?

This question is an attempt to engage the student on an emotional level.
Remembering how we felt when our eyes were first opened to Jesus can be very
powerful.

If your student wrote that they are not a Christian, engage with them gently and
tell them you are praying for them.

Since being born again, how have you grown in love and mercy for others? Please
provide an example.

Love is one of the fruits of the Spirit, and growing in love for others helps us
become more merciful toward others as well. The student is challenged to examine
their faith and determine how the Holy Spirit is working in and through them.

How have you changed since becoming a follower of Jesus and receiving God's
Spirit in you? If you are not a Christian, how have you seen God changing someone
you know who is following Him?

The student should note areas of their life where they have grown as a person and
acknowledge the Holy Spirit’s hand in that growth. Celebrate this growth with them!

If they are not a believer, they should reflect on how God seems to have worked in
the life of someone they know. Encourage your student to allow the Holy Spirit to
guide their thoughts and actions.

How do you see the Holy Spirit using you to help others?

An important part of the Christian life is discovering how God is calling us to
serve. The student is challenged to consider how God might be calling them to
serve those around them. Encourage your student to follow the Spirit’s guidance
as they seek to bless others.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Has God ever taught or shown you something that you know must have come
from the Holy Spirit? Please explain.

Another important part of the Christian life is remembering how God has led us
in the past. This question asks the student to remember one of those times. The
question is like question 2 but provides another opportunity for the student to
consider how the Holy Spirit teaches them.

Why do you think the person without the Spirit considers spiritual things foolishness?

Paul wrote that it is because spiritual things are “discerned only through the Spirit.”
Without the Holy Spirit, it is impossible to understand spiritual things. For the
unbeliever, the Gospel is foolishness.

Before you were a Christian, what about the Gospel of Jesus seemed like
foolishness to you?

This question asks the student to remember their former way of thinking and how
that has been changed by the Holy Spirit.

What do you think Paul meant when he wrote that spiritual things can only be
discerned or understood through the Spirit?

Paul meant that only those who have believed in Jesus and received the Holy
Spirit can understand spiritual things or the Gospel. When we have the Holy Spirit
in our lives, the Gospel makes sense, and our experience confirms this truth.

Have you experienced a time when you weren't sure what to pray for and the Holy
Spirit provided you with the words to say? Please explain.

The intention of this question is to help the student consider the role of the Holy
Spirit in prayer. Some students might not be able to recount a specific time, but
that is okay. Encourage them to continue praying with the knowledge that the
Holy Spirit is praying with them.

Describe how your prayer life is strengthened by knowing that the Holy Spirit
intercedes for you.

Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes when we pray should be of great
encouragement to your student. Share your own thoughts in response.
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Question for Deeper Thinking

1.

How have you seen God work in your life? Ask the Holy Spirit to remind you of the
things God has done for you.

Remembering God'’s faithfulness in the past helps us trust that God will be
faithful in the future. This is an opportunity for the student to consider and
testify to the work of the Holy Spirit throughout their life. Celebrate this with your
student and share some of the things God has done in your life.
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LESSON 7: Your New Life as a Follower of Jesus

1. According to John 10:10, why did Jesus come to earth?

John 10:10 says, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
Wording may vary depending on the version of the Bible the student is using.

2. If you leave prison someday, you will have needs like housing, a job, medical
services, etc. If you are making a reentry plan, what concerns do you have as you
get closer to your release?

For many students, thinking about leaving prison comes with a lot of fear and
anxiety about the future. Some students will not have the option to leave prison
at all. In either case, encourage your student to trust in the Lord, who cares and
provides even for the flowers and the birds.

3. Read Ephesians 3:20. What is God able to do?

God is able to do “immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.”

4. Read John 17:3. Jesus prayed to His Father that His followers would have eternal
life. What did Jesus say is eternal life?

Jesus said eternal life is to know the Father, the one true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom He has sent.

5. Read 1 Corinthians 2:9. What can no human mind conceive (understand)?
No human mind can conceive “the things God has prepared for those who love him.”
6. Read Deuteronomy 31:8. What promise did God give through Moses?

God promised to go before His people, to be with them, and never to leave or
forsake them.

7. Read Ephesians 2:10. What were we created to do?

We were created “to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Which of these five promises gives you the most peace? Please explain.

This is an opportunity for the student to apply one of these promises from God to
their life. Feel free to share your own answer in response.

As you seek to follow God, do you find Paul's struggles similar to your own? Please
explain.

This question aims to help the student feel less alone in their struggles against
the temptation to sin. All Christians experience this—even Paul did. Offer
encouragement and prayer.

How does it make you feel to know that God sees and understands all your
challenges, including the challenges you face from the world?

Your student likely experiences periods of intense loneliness and/or feeling
misunderstood. Encourage your student to remember that God sees them and
cares about them.

What was the first thing Satan tempted Jesus to do?

He tempted Him to turn stones into bread.

What was the second thing Satan tempted Jesus to do?

He tempted Him to jump down from the highest point of the temple.

In his third temptation, what did Satan say Jesus had to do for Satan to give Him
all the kingdoms of the world?

Satan said Jesus had to bow down and worship him.

While every human is subject to the results of sin in the world, what makes the
experience of suffering different for Christians?

As Christians, we do not suffer as those who have no hope. God is with us in our
suffering, and it is purposeful, not pointless.

Why did Paul tell the believers they should not “lose heart” or become discouraged
(verse 16)?

Because even though “outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day.”
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

What do our difficulties and troubles achieve (verse 17)?

They achieve for us “an eternal glory that far outweighs” our troubles.

Why should we fix our eyes on what is unseen (verse 18)?

Because “what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

How do you think suffering can produce perseverance, character, and hope in our lives?

Your student may give a personal example of how God brought them through a
period of suffering to hope. Or they may answer this more broadly and say that
when we look to the Lord in our suffering, we persevere and are shaped into
those who have a deeper hope in Jesus.

Explain a time when you had to humble yourself to help build a healthy relationship
with someone in your life.

Many students have a lot of experience with destructive relationships, where
showing humility is a sign of weakness instead of strength. You may want to
encourage your student, sharing that you understand just how hard it can be to
humble yourself and serve others.

What do you think it means that Jesus, “being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage™?

Your student may write that Jesus humbled Himself for our sake, to serve instead
of being served.

Review the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22—23. How have your relationships
with others improved as you have shown these fruits in your life?

Producing the fruits of the Spirit will lead to more harmony in our relationships.
Celebrate your student’s relational improvements and encourage them to
continue living in step with the Spirit.

Have you experienced God's presence in a difficult situation? Please explain.
If your student shares a positive experience, celebrate with them and share
an experience of your own so you can encourage one another. If your student

responds negatively, assure them that God is nearest to those with a broken heart
and that you will be praying for their situation.
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23. Read Hebrews 10:24-25. What should we “spur one another” (encourage each
other) to do?

We should encourage one another to love others and to do good deeds.

Question for Deeper Thinking

1. Asyou think about the abundant life you have received in Christ, what excites you
most about being a Christian?

Your student’s answer will reveal a lot about where they are on their spiritual

journey. This would be a good opportunity for you to share with your student what
most excites you about the new life you have in Christ.
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LESSON 8: Our God Is King!

What does it mean to you that God is the King over all creation?

This question gauges the student’s thoughts before they have gone through the
material in the lesson. The student might mention that it means He has the right
to rule over everything He has made.

As a follower of Jesus, what does it mean to you that God is your King?

This question is highlighting the need to have God rule in our hearts, not just over
the rest of creation. Feel free to share your own reflections in response.

Think about a time when you saw the stars on a clear night. What does that image
of the stars and the universe say to you about God?

This question aims to help the student see the majesty of God in the wonders of
creation.

According to Colossians 1:16, what was Jesus' role in the creation of the universe?
All things were created in Him, through Him, and for Him.

Read Mark 11:1-11. What did the crowd shout as Jesus rode into the city?
“Hosanna!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

If you were a Jewish person in Jesus’ day, how would you feel when you learned
that Jesus was not going to set the people of Jerusalem free from Roman rule?

This exercise aims to help students understand the story from the perspective

of the people experiencing it, who expected an earthly kingdom instead of a
spiritual or heavenly kingdom.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Read Luke 10:17-20. What did Jesus' followers say to Him when they returned?
“Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.”

Read 2 Corinthians 2:10-11. When we forgive others, what do we prevent Satan
from doing?

We prevent Satan from outwitting us.

Does knowing that Jesus will succeed in establishing His Kingdom give you
confidence to continue seeking and serving Him? Please explain.

This is an opportunity to gauge where your student is on their spiritual journey.
Being assured of Jesus’ victory is an important part of the Christian faith. Without
the confidence this brings, our Christian lives will suffer greatly.

Read Matthew 25:1-13. What did the bridegroom (Jesus) say to those who were
not ready for His arrival?

“Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.”

Why do you think it is important to God that His people are united with each other?
Your student may mention a variety of reasons. When we are united, we are
stronger, and we demonstrate to the world that God's love is in us. God is love,
and as we follow Him, our lives should begin to mirror God’s character.

How is God using you to serve the Church?

This question asks the student to examine how God is using them to bless His
people. They are being challenged to put their faith into action. If your student
struggled to answer this question or said it’s too hard to do in prison, offer some
ideas and suggestions.

What are some ways you can welcome broken people into your life?

Your student is most likely surrounded by people who may be considered broken,

but finding ways to welcome them can be difficult in prison. Encourage your
student as they brainstorm ways to bring Christ’s love to the broken.
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14. As part of the Church, the bride of Christ, how are you preparing for the return of

15.

Jesus, our bridegroom?

This question asks the student to consider how the expectation of Jesus’ return
leads them to action. Feel free to share your own answer in response.

As you continue to grow in your faith, what does it mean to you that you are in the
world but not of the world?

Your student is probably surrounded by constant reminders that they are in the world
while also feeling the pull to be of the world. Choosing to follow Jesus in prison will
make the student stand out. Encourage them to continue following the Lord.

Questions for Deeper Thinking

1.

When Jesus returns, He will judge the world and put an end to sin. When you think
about Jesus' return to earth, what emotions do you experience? Please explain.

The student is asked to imagine what it will be like when Jesus returns. Will they
be happy that their struggles with sin are over? Will they be overjoyed to reunite
with loved ones? What do they look forward to with eager expectation? Share
your own thoughts with your student in response.

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, His disciples expected Him to destroy the Romans
and give the Jews political freedom. Instead, He gave spiritual freedom to all who
trust in Him. What does spiritual freedom mean to you?

This question will likely hit close to home for our students, who have lost their
physical freedom. We want to help them see that even though their bodies may
be behind bars, Jesus has set them free spiritually. Encourage your student and
congratulate them for finishing this course!
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